
BOROUGH OF HADDONFIELD 
242 Kings Highway East 
Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 15, 2022 

 
The Commissioner Work Session of February 15, 2022 meeting was called to order at 6:32 
p.m.  The meeting was held via ZOOM.  The announcement of Public Meetings was read 
by the Administrator. In attendance were Mayor Bianco Bezich, Commissioner Roche 
and Commissioner Troy, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and Borough Clerk.  
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments or 
questions were asked at this time. 
 
Kelsie Meeker, resident from Washington Avenue and an HMHS school student, proposed 
to the Commissioners her wish start a program to hang individual veteran’s flags from the 
light posts in the downtown, with each flag being personalized to a specific veteran.  The 
costs for these flags would be paid for by the individual making the request, which could 
be managed through the Borough.  She noted that a specific flag size would need to be 
determined, as well as how many flags to hang on each light post.  Commissioner Troy 
commented on his appreciation for this initiative and noted that there are a number of 
towns in Pennsylvania that are doing similar a program, called Hometown Heroes.  He 
then noted that he had asked members of the Haddonfield American Legion Post #38 
to attend this meeting, as they may be able to help promote and/or sponsor this program 
in town.  Lisa Quanci and David Tarditi then joined the meeting.  Commissioner Roche 
thanked Miss Meeker for this initiative and suggested utilizing the 501-3(C) status of the 
American Legion to help defray the costs to the residents who choose to participate in 
the program.  Mayor Bianco Bezich also thanked Miss Meeker for talking to the 
Commissioners about this program.  She also indicated that she has heard about the 
program being run in other municipalities, and asked Miss Meeker if she had heard about 
any issues in other communities, where there are more flags purchased than spaces to 
hang them.  The Mayor then suggested that two, possibly smaller, flags be hung on each 
lamp post.  Mr. Tarditi asked how the flags are hung – vertically, or off a post like most 
flags.  The mechanics of how the flags are hung vertically was then discussed.   The 
Administrator noted that these types of flags could be hung on Kings Highway, Grove 
Street, Tanner Street, Ellis Street and in the future there will be the same style of lamp posts 
on Haddon Avenue.  The question was raised as to who these flags would be for – 
relatives of our current residents, or only members of the American Legion Post #38, who 
are residents in Haddonfield.  Mr. Tarditi suggested that residents who wished to honor 
their relatives could hang those flags at their homes.  He also noted that doing this may 
reduce the cost as more people could be purchasing the flags.  Ms. Meeker noted that 
the price could be anywhere from $69 to $139 per flag.  Commissioner Roche asked if 
the American Legion would be willing to help facilitate the sale of these flags through 
their 501-3(C) certification, and the Borough could then manage the number and 
placement.  Ms. Meeker noted that the ordering is only paid through the sponsor, but the 
order itself is set up through the resident and the vendor.  Ms. Quanci suggested bringing 
this discussion to the American Legion at their March 1st meeting.  The Administrator 
suggested a meeting with the Meekers, as well as Mr. Tarditi and Ms. Quanci directly to 



iron out the details.  An update after that meeting can be provided to the Commissioners.  
The Meekers, Mr. Tarditi and Ms. Quanci then left the meeting at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Next the Commissioners reviewed the following requests for use of property: 
 

1. Recess NJ – requesting use of space on March 28 through May 13th and June 
27th to June 30th.  It was noted that this group has used the portion of Wheeler 
Park closer to the Central/Middle Schools in the past.  The Commissioners 
approved this application. 

2. Earth Day – The Partnership for Haddonfield, Inc. Executive Director provided 
details for this request, which is about the plastic ban that will be going into 
effect May 1st.  The hours of the event are 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Kings Court.  
Commissioner Roche noted that this event is for Friday, April 22nd, so he did not 
have any issues with it.  Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that is a great educational 
piece, a fun pop-up type event.  The Administrator noted that there will be 
other events for Earth Day, which are being planned.  The Commissioners 
approved the application. 

3. Speaker Series from Indian King Tavern – Joe Murphy from the Indian King 
Tavern Museum provided a brief background on these events.  Commissioner 
Roche noted that currently the borough building is not open for public events, 
so that would need to be discussed before approving such events.  Mr. Murphy 
noted that they were proceeding with the understanding that this would only 
happen if the borough hall was available to the public.  They were only looking 
for contingent approval at this time.  He further noted that when there were 
similar speaker series held in 2015, they filled the auditorium.  They are also using 
the Masonic Temple for other speaking events.  After further discussions 
regarding public safety issues, the Commissioners agreed that if the borough 
hall were to be open to the public at the time these events were to occur, they 
could be scheduled. 

4. Healthy Kids Running Series – the group is asking for Sundays in May and the 
first half of June from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Crows Woods for their program.  
They have been working with the Soccer Association to ensure that there are 
no conflicts.  The Commissioners agree to approve the application. 

5. Mayor’s Wellness Day Kick-off – for May 7, 2022 on Kings Highway.  Mayor 
Bianco Bezich reviewed the tentative plans being made; i.e.  Blood Drive, 
blood pressure screening, holistic wellness.  We are working with the Camden 
County Health Department.  The entire month of May is a wellness month 
through Camden County.  She is also working with restaurants for a healthy 
eating tie-in for May, etc.  The event will involve shutting down at least a portion 
of Kings Highway.  The event will also contribute to our Sustainable certification.  
The Commissioners agreed to approve the application.   

6. Indian King Tavern Museum’s Skirmish – June 4th. Mr. Philip Zoebisch briefly 
reviewed what they were requesting; i.e. closing of Kings Highway in front of 
the Masonic Lodge in the morning and then from Haddon Avenue to Grove 
Street in the afternoon.  Discussions were held about the timing of each closure, 
as well as parking on Kings Highway.  Mr. Zoebisch noted that they have been 
working with the Police Department regarding the logistics of this event.  The 



Commissioners were good with the event as long as the Police Department 
was kept involved. 

7. Haddonfield Celebrations Associations – there are four (4) applications:  July 
3rd Fireworks, July 4th Parade, October 30th Halloween Parade and the 
Christmas Tree Lighting & Santa Parade on November 25th.  Mayor Bianco 
Bezich reported on the events as a member of the Celebrations Association, 
noting that they are coordinating with the downtown businesses and the 
Partnership for Haddonfield, Inc. to help eliminate complaints regrading the 
street closures.  The Commissioners approved the applications.  

8. Farmer’s Market – May 14th to October 15th from 8am to 1pm every Saturday in 
Kings Court.  It was noted that the actual application had not yet been 
provided.  Commissioner Troy noted that arrangements would need to be 
made for porta potties since the Information Center is no longer there.  The   
Commissioners approved the event, based on the need to provide the 
application and arrangements for porta potties. 

9. Additional event applications received were then reviewed: 
a. Haddonfield Lions Club 5K Run for October 1st at Crows Woods – the 2021 

issues with use of this area by both the Lions Club and the Soccer 
Association were reviewed.  It was noted that there had been a 
subsequent agreement between the two groups to alternate Saturdays 
and Sundays for this use and Lions were to have their event on Sunday in 
2022.  The Commissioners did not approve the event as scheduled.   

b. Gloucester County’s Jonas Cattel Run – as this event did not impact the 
borough, but for a brief period early in the morning, the Commissioners 
agreed to approve the application. 

c. Families Behind the Badge Children’s Foundation – the Sunday morning Bike 
Ride to the shore was also approved as it did not impact the Borough 
negatively. 

 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that she and Commissioner Roche had 
recently met with members of the administration and the President of the Board of 
Education (BOE) to discuss recreation and field usage.  The possibility of hiring a 
professional to review field usage and assist with the development of a plan that would 
map out usage, maintenance and resting period needs to keep the fields in optimal 
health was discussed in that meeting.  It has been suggested that the both entities share 
in the cost for this professional and go out for Requests for Proposal (RFP).  After a brief 
discussion the Commissioners approved authorizing such an RFP at a future meeting. 
 
An update on the Advisory Committee for Board of Health was provided by the 
Administrator.  The Commissioners approved the Borough Solicitor drafting an ordinance 
for review.  The Administrator asked the Commissioners to start thinking out people they 
would like to appoint to such a board. 
 
The roof bids recently received were reviewed.  The Administrator advised that the bids 
were astronomically high; $200,000 over estimated costs.  She advised that the bids be 
rejected and reviewed the current pricing and supply issues being experienced for 
roofing.  It was further noted that we may just go out to quote for two smaller shingle roof 



projects and separately for one larger roof.  The Commissioners agreed to these 
recommendations. 
 
The Commissioners were advised that the Administrator and Police Chief had been 
meeting with companies regarding upgrading the wiring at Borough Hall for wifi 
connection, specifically for the upstairs offices, auditorium and court room.  We have not 
received all portions of the estimates as yet.  However, the total estimated costs are 
anticipated to be just under $21,000.  The Administrator asked if the Commissioners would 
approve moving forward with this project since it is under the bid threshold.  The Police 
Chief noted that this also includes upgrading the telephone wiring as well.  Mayor Bianco 
Bezich asked for copies of the quotes received so far.  No final decision was made at this 
time.  
 
The current mask requirements and the announced changes to that policy effect March 
7th were then reviewed.  It was noted that the BOE will be lifting the requirement as of 
that date.  The Commissioners all agreed that they were comfortable ending the mask 
mandate for borough employees, as well as opening the buildings for public use.  The 
Mayor noted that she would like to be able to make the borough meetings hybrid.   
 
The Administrator asked the Commissioners to send her dates they were available for 
interviews with the professionals. 
 
A vacancy on the Shade Tree Commission (STC) was announced.  It was noted that the 
STC was already talking to interested parties and letting them know they should submit 
their information through the Borough’s website. 
 
The Administrator reminded the Commissioners that in 2021 they had discussed moving 
forward with the introduction of an ordinance that would end the Sunday Sales 
restrictions, with the understanding that this would be done in 2022.  The Commissioners 
agreed to have the Borough Solicitor draft the appropriate ordinance. 
 
The Commissioners reviewed the draft Noise Ordinance that was approved by the NJ 
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), as required.  Various amendments 
were requested be made to the document, which would then need to be resubmitted 
to NJDEP for approval before introduction.  It was agreed that the Borough Solicitor would 
make the necessary amendments.  
 
The February 28th agenda was reviewed.  It was agreed that the introduction of the Noise 
Ordinance would be removed.  The Administrator briefly reviewed the need for the 
loading zone ordinance, as well as all of the grant resolutions.  She then also reviewed 
the three tree bids – tree removal, stalks & stumps, and stumps only.  Commissioner Troy 
reviewed the current tree program occurring now through the Department of Public 
Works (DPW).   
 
Commissioner Troy then asked the Solicitor where we were in the sale of the small parcel 
behind Kings Lane.  Have we sent letters to determine who is interested in purchasing 
that parcel.  The Solicitor replied that he would work on getting that done. 
 



Commissioner Troy then noted that a response was needed for the homeowner on 
Farragut regarding the basketball hoop that had been installed in the park strip.  After a  
provided to the homeowner, who would be invited to attend the March 14, 2022 work 
session for further discussions.  A final decision would be made at that time. 
 
Emily Liu, reporter for Haddonfield Sun, asked if a copy of this meeting’s recording would 
be made available.  The Administrator replied that it would be posted to the Borough’s 
YouTube channel. 
 
At 8:45 p.m. Commissioner Roche made a motion to go into closed session, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was then approved unanimously.  The 
topics for discussion included purchasing of property, liquor licensing, Bancroft 
negotiations, and a request to name a property as a redevelopment zone. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 10:55 p.m. where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 


